134             HEINRICH VON TREITSCHKE

" This brings us to the conclusion that the absolute theory
of punishment, regarded with such supreme contempt by
all the enlightened people of to-day, is in reality the only
just theory. In regard to this, Hegel hit the nail on
the head. Our very German language, which makes it
possible for the ordinary man to say, ' Punishment has to
be ' (Strafe muss sein], has long ago accepted this as a fact.
The necessity for punishment follows directly from the
fact that order is essential to the nature of the State ; and,
if the State is under an obligation to preserve order in the
nation, it must keep crime within limits, and any disturbance
to the order of the State must be compensated and atoned
for by punishment. The criminal must be compelled, even
against his will, to recognise the moral majesty of the State.
Ihering pronounces this view of the nature of punishment
to be a learned whim. But is not the doctrine of intimida-
tion a mere theory, whereas the idea, ' Punishment has to
be/ is deeply implanted in the conscience of every man ?
Punishment contains its purpose in itself, namely, atone-
ment for a breach of the law.* It may at the same time
serve the end of reform and of intimidation, and, if it does,
so much the better for the State ; but this does not happen,
and ought not to happen, by any means invariably/' *

It might seem from these quotations that the State of
Treitschke exists for nothing but police work and military
work, that it is bare force applied to the simplest and most
obvious of political objects. It would however be strange
if so earnest an admirer of Aristotle entirely ignored the
moralising functions of the State, and Treitschke is not
open to this reproach. It is true that, like Thomas Hobbes,
he lived in a time and a country where strength seemed to
be the attribute most needed by a government. Only a
powerful State could disregard the grumblings of that
provincial patriotism which was still so deeply rooted in the
German character, or could face with equanimity the

1 Politik, ii. pp. 421-4.